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Summary
We are can7ing out a survey of more than 9000 American men and women who were first interviewed as seniors in high school in 1957 and have subsequently been followed up in 1957, 1964, and 1975 ; they will be about 53 years old when they are interviewed in late 1992 or early 1993. Each interview, about one hour in length, will be followed by a shorter mail questionnaire. We shall also interview a randomly selected sibling of each respondent, using a slightly shorter version of the telephone interview. We also hope to obtain a waiver that will permit us to link our survey records to information from the Social Security system, but this part of the design is ciurendy under negotiation with the Social Security Administration. Finally, we expect to obtain enough information to link our records to the National Death Index.
Data from the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study (WLS) will be a valuable pubhc resource for studies of aging and the life course, inter-generational transfers and relationships, family functioning, social stratification, physical and mental well-being, and mortality. The study has 5 specific goals: (1) To extend models of occupation and earnings and to elaborate the roles of aspirations in adolescence and at mid-life, of previous achievements, and of familial responsibilities in current economic and social standing, subjective well-being, mental and physical health, disability, and wealth; (2) To identify and measure local effects on opportunity, that is, specific characteristics of a person, firm, or economic sector that directly influence the chances of obtaining a job or a limited range of jobs; (3) To extend and elaborate models of sibhng resemblance that will elucidate influences of the family of origin on the life course; (4) To investigate self-assessments of well-being in the context of aspirations, accomplishments, and social relationships with significant others; (5) To measure social and economic exchange relationships with parents, children, and siblings and assess the consequences of those relationships for well-being.
We are planning a follow-up survey of more than 9000
American men and women who were first interviewed as seniors in Wisconsin high schools in 1957 and have subsequently been followed up in 1958, 1964, and 1975 ; these individuals will be approximately 53 years old when they are interviewed in 1992. ' At the same time, we will interview a randomly selected sibling of most respondents. Approximately 2000 of these siblings were previously interviewed in 1977, and we have sufficient resources to interview approximately 4000 more siblings during this round of the study. The data collection process will include a 1-hour telephone interview, followed by a self-administered mail questionnaire, and a waiver that will permit us to link our survey records to information from the Social Security system. Also, we are collecting sufficient data to link our records with the National Death Index.
These new follow-up data, combined with our existing files, will become a valuable public resource for studies of aging and the life course, inter-generational transfers and relationships, family functioning, social stratification, physical and mental well-being, and mortality. We expect that it will be possible to enhance the value of the sample and data with additional data collection and data linkages. We believe that the cost and effort of this project are fully justified by five specific goals outlined herein: (1) To extend the series of measurements and models of occupational achievement and earnings of the members of this cohort that have been obtained in their younger years and, in particular, to elaborate the roles of aspirations in adolescence and at mid-life, of previous achievements, and of familial resfxjnsibilities in current economic and social standing, subjective well-being, mental and physical health, disability, and wealth; (2) To identify and measure local effects on opportunity, that is, specific characteristics of a person, firm, or economic sector that directly infiuence the chances of obtaining a job or a limited range of jobs;* (3) To develop models of sibling resemblance that will elucidate infiuences of the family of origin on the life course, including social and economic achievements, social participation, subjective well-being, menial and physical health, success in childrearing, provision for retirement and old age, and patterns of morbidity and mortality; (4) To investigate selfassessments of well-being in the context of comparisons with previous aspirations and accomplishments, social and children, and in the context of past and current social relationships with those significant others; (5) To measure social and economic exchange relationships with parents, children, and siblings and assess the consequences of those relationships for well-being.
Background And Significance
The Wisconsin Longitudinal Study (WLS) is a long-term study of a random sample of 10,317 men and women who graduated from Wisconsin high schools in 1957.
Survey data were collected from the original respondents or their parents in 1957, 1964, and 1975 (Diener 1984; Veroff, Douvan, and Kulka 1981) , but the effects have been small. However, previous studies have used single-item measures of well-being that are of questionable reliability and validity (Larsen, Diener, and Emmons 1985) .
These measures have shown no connection to theories of psychological health (Coan 1977; Jahoda 1958; Lawton 1984; Ryff 1989a) nor to related empirical measures (Ryff 1989b (Cox and Raines 1985; Kurz 1984) . Furthermore, the literature about the effect of Social Security on savings and retirement behavior has long recognized the potential of ITs to either complement (Cox 1987) (Hauser, Tsai and Sewell 1983 This model has also been estimated for women in our sample in order to compare the educational, occupational and economic achievements of men and women (Tsai 1983 ; also, see Sewell, Hauser, and Wolf 1980 We have examined the effects of birth order and size of sibship on educational attainment for the full sibships of our primary respondents (Hauser and Sewell 1985) . We have undertaken this analysis because of the recent revival of interest in birth order effects resulting from theories proposed by Zajonc and Markus (1975) and by Lindert (1977) . In our sUidy of the 30,000 men and women in the full sibships of our 9,000 primary respondents we find We have studied sibling resemblance in education, occupational status, and earnings and in age at marriage and fertility (Clarridge 1983 (Hauser 1984; Hauser and Mossel 1985; Hauser and Mossel 1987; Hauser 1988 
Mental and Physical Health
Psychological well-being will be assessed with a multidimensional formulation of positive functioning based on the integration of clinical, mental health, and life-span developmental theories (Ryff 1989a) . The points of convergence in these theories constitute six key dimensions of well-being (autonomy, environmental mastery, personal growth, positive relations with others, purpose in life, self-acceptance), which have been operationalized with sDiictured self-report scales (Ryff 1989b In addition to these instruments, the multifactorial assessment of well-being will include global, single-item indicators as employed in prior survey research (Veroff, Douvan, and Kulka 1981) , measures of psychological distress (i.e., depression), and physical health status. These instruments will enable comparisons with other data sets (e.g., ISR Surveys) as well as afford more precise evaluation of the impact of the attainment process on multiple aspects of mental and physical health.
Spnng/Summer 1992 Depression will be measured by the Center for Epidemiological Studies' Depression Scale (CES-D) (Radloff 1977 The self-evaluation maintenance (SEM) model (Tesser 1980) 1957, 1964, 1975, and 1977 (Hauser and Mossel 1985, Hauser and Sewell 1986 (Lee 1989 (Allison 1987, Allison and Hauser 1991 
